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Marines, Sailors and their families join forces with Henoko residents during
the main event of the Henoko’s Triennial Giant Tug-of-war festival.
(See story on page 14-15)
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Photo by Sgt. Daniel L. Patterson
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New commander takes
III MEF helm
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Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Lt.Gen. Robert R. Blackman Jr. replaced Lt.Gen. Wallace C. Gregson as
commanding general of I1I Marine Expeditionary Force and Marine Corps
Bases Japan during a change-of-command ceremony held July 16 on Camp
Courtney. Additionally, Blackman became the U.S. military’s Okinawa Area
Coordinator, the title given to the senior U.S. military
person on the island.

Before coming to 111 MEF, Blackman served as
the Joint Forces L.and Component Commander
Chief of Staff in Kuwait.

In a recent interview with Okina Wa, Blackman
talked about the U.S. military’s role on Okinawa.

“I think the biggest challenge we will have is stay-
ing prepared to respond to any type of crisis,” said
Blackman. “We are all dedicated to the goal of main-
taining the readiness that will serve as a deterrent to
aggression in the region so that we can all enjoy a
peaceful, stable, and prosperous life.”

“My goals are simple,” he added. “Twant to give
Marines the tough, realistic training that they need to
keep them ready to face any crisis in the region, whether
it is helping to provide comfort in the wake of a
major natural disaster or responding to armed ag-
gression.”

At the same time, Blackman said he will continue
his predecessot’s emphasis on the importance of
servicemembers and their families being productive members of the com-
munity.

“Itis simply the right thing to do to contribute to the community,” said
Blackman. “We want a safe and comfortable environment for each other,
for our children, and for our neighbors.”

While Marines on Okinawa participated in more than 1,000 community
relations events involving 18,000 Marines and Sailors and 175,000
Okinawans last year alone, Blackman said he hopes to be able to do more.

“I hope to find new ways of contributing to the community while I
am here while continuing the excellent programs we have in place,” he said.
Among the most popular current programs are the English teaching assis-
tance program at local elementary schools and charity programs by the
American Women’s Welfare Association.

Blackman said he would also try to reduce the impact of the U.S. mili-
tary presence by returning land as agreed in the 1996 Japan-US. SACO
(Special Action Committee on Okinawa) final report and by consolidating
U.S. forces on the island.

“I take the concerns of Okinawa’s citizens seriously and I will do what-
ever I can to address those concerns,” said Blackman. “My hope is that the
upcoming years will be beneficial to both Americans and Okinawans.”

Blackman also said he, his wife Judy and their two children, Kelly, 14
and Andy, 10, are all excited about experiencing the rich cultural experience
that Okinawa has to offer and look forward to developing lifelong friend-
ships during their tour here.

“I look forward to getting to know members of the community and I
am committed to working toward developing relationships between the
U.S. military and Okinawan communities,” said Blackman.

Lt.Gen. Robert R. Blackman Jr.
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Marines and Sailors climb
Mt. Fuji, rescue woman
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Story by Sgt. Daniel L. Patterson

Marines and Sailors of Company C, Battalion Landing Team, 1st Battalion, 3rd
Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division recently rescued a chinese woman suffering
from hypothermia while climbing Mount Fuji.

The 80 Marines and Sailors wete in mainland Japan as part of a regular training
exercise when they encountered Keigai Cho, 26, from Yaizu City, Shizuoka Prefec-
ture, during a recreational climb to the top of Mount Fuji.

“We noticed two men carrying a woman in her mid-20%, who appeared to be
very weak, down the mountain,” Cpl. Justin P. Kazan, infantryman, explained.
“We asked the men to sit her down and decided to call the corpsman over to take a
look at her.”

One of the men spoke a little English and explained that the group had spent
the night on the mountain in the cold wind.

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class Gilbert R. Roman, corpsman, checked her vitals and
noticed that she had symptoms of mild hypothermia. “We knew we had to act fast
or within 30 minutes her symptoms could have changed to severe hypothermia.”

The group decided to take her to the nearest aid station that was 20 feet away:
Upon arrival, they put layers of clothing on the woman to warm her.

“We took off our jackets and wool caps and put them over her;” said Lance Cpl.
Joseph E Schneider, infantryman. “We also gave her food and water; we gave her

ooo o OO

everything we could to help.”’

After they were in the aid station for an
hour, the woman was warm enough to
change out of her wet clothes to put on dry
clothes. While she changed, the Marines went
outside and saw the rest of the company
coming back down the mountain due to
bad weather.

“When we saw the other Marines com-
ing, we decided that it would be best if we
started to move her down the mountain
with everyone’s help,” Kazan said. “We found
astretcher in the station and laid her onitand
strapped our belts across her to prevent her
from slipping off.”

"The company formed a chain down the
treacherous rocky slope to pass the stretcher
from person to person until they got to
smoother land. Marines and Sailors continu-
ally moved to the front of the chain to keep
the stretcher moving until they reached a ser-
vice road.

Once they reached the road, which was still almost a 45-degree incline, three
Marines ran for almost 1.5 miles to a rest station on the mountain to geta vehicle to
transport the woman. Park officials said they couldn’t get a vehicle up to her so they
called an ambulance to wait until the company got to the station with her.

On their way to the station, Marines and Sailors worked together cartying the
stretcher. Once they reached the station, the woman started to show signs of
recovery as the sun came out. One hour later, the ambulance arrived.

While they were waiting, the woman saw her friends and began to cry with tears
of happiness.

“It felt great because everyone chipped in and the company came together to
help her,” Kazan said.

“The Marines’ getting her down the mountain was the best way to ease the
symptoms,” said Shinichi Mochizuki, chief, Fujinomiya Nishi Fire Station.

Cho said during a phone interview that she has completely recovered from the
sickness. She climbed Mt. Fuji for the first ime without realizing how sick she could
get from climbing at high-altitude, she said.

“T am really thankful for all the things the Matines did for me,” said Cho. “If T
could, I'd really like to meet them to tell them how thankful I am.”

Marines and Sailors from Company C, 1st Bn., 3rd Marine Regiment,
3rd MarDiv form a line to pass a woman suffering from hypothermia
down the rough terrain of Mount Fuji.
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Marine Corps’ disciplinary ef-
forts go beyond setvice members
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

The Marine Cotps constantly strives to educate service members and fam-
ily members about the importance of good conduct during their time on
Okinawa. Despite those efforts, however, a small percentage of people ignore
the message and become involved in some type of misconduct. When the
offenders ate juveniles, they are dealt with by Col. Michael Dyer, the Marine
Corps Bases Japan Inspector.

“The Marine Corps takes violations of law by Status of Forces Agreement
(SOFA) personnel on Okinawa very seriously, even if they are underage family
members,” said Dyer. “Thave zero tolerance for juvenile misconduct whether
on base or out in town,” he added.

If a SOFA status minor gets involved in mis-
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conduct off base, Japanese police have jurisdiction
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over the case. Additionally, Dyer also adjudicates
the case in accordance with the Family Member and
Civilian Misconduct Order and issues sanctions
against the individual. “As the base inspector, I am
pretty harsh with the sanctions that I issue,” said
Dyer.

Sanctions are issued on a case-by-case basis, with
different factors taken into consideration such as
the severity of misconduct, the offender’s disciplin-
ary record and their cooperation with law enforce-
ment duting any investigation.

"Typical sanctions include community service such
as cleaning public facilities and vehicles, revoking a
person’s driver’s license, and debarment from base
facilities.

Among the stricter sanctions Dyer levies against
juvenile offenders is 100% parental supervision. In
that instance, an offender is required to be under

“I am stern on sanctions because
we are representatives of the
United States here. We must act as
good ambassadors.”

Col. Michael Dyer
Marine Corps Bases Japan Inspector
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direct parental supervision 24 hours a day. That

means at least one parent needs to go everywhere

their child goes, even to school. This sanction is automatically applied to any
underage military family members who has a case pending with Japanese
authorities but are not being detained by them, said Dyer.

The most severe sanctions Dyer can administer are “eatly return of depen-
dent” or “tour curtailment.” In these instances either the family member or
the entire family is forced to return to the U. S. before the end of the normal
tour of duty.

“I am stern on sanctions because we are representatives of the United
States here. We must act as good ambassadors,” said Dyer. “Though the
proportion of youth involved in misconduct is small, they are not represen-
tative of who we are. Their bad behavior reflects poorly on the rest of us in the
military community.”

In addition to law enforcement efforts, the Marine Corps takes proactive
measures to reduce youth misbehavior by working together with students,
parents, schools and the community.

One such effort is the School Resource Officer Program at Kubasaki High
School (KHS). Employed throughout the US., SROP is a collaborative effort
by certified law enforcement officers, educators, students, parents and the
community to offer programs in schools to reduce misconduct and provide a
safe environment.

Jason Dice, an investigator with the Camp Foster Provost Marshal Office,

is KHS’s first SOR officer. He spends considerable time on campus to make
(Please see “Disciplinary efforts” on page 5)
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Photo by SSgt. Jason M. Webb
Brig. Gen. James F. Flock (left) shakes hands with Brig. Gen. Timothy R. Larsen after assuming command of Marine
Corps Base Camp Smedley D. Butler, during a change of command ceremony.
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Marine Corps Base changes command

Story by SSgt. Jason M. Webb

Brig. Gen. Timothy R. Larsen
relinquished command of Marine
Corps Base Camp Smedley D. But-
ler to Brig. Gen. James E Flock at a
change of command ceremony on
Camp Foster Sep. 5.

Both generals spoke to U.S. and
Japanese attendees after transferring
command, and each highlighted the
important role Marine and Sailors
of MCB Camp Butler hold by sup-

porting the IIT Marine Expedition-
ary Force and importance of the
strong relationship with the local
communities, Governments of
Okinawa Prefecture and Japan.

“This is a perfect way to end my
most recent experience on
Okinawa,” said Larsen, who has
been assigned to Okinawa four
times. “In many ways, this has been
the best job I have had during my
entire Marine Corps career.”

Before ending his speech, some
of which was in Japanese, Larsen
said that the accomplishments of
his staff had been a team effort and
not one persomn.

Flock thanked Larsen for leav-
ing the command in such a high
state of readiness.

Larsen moved toYokota Air
Base in mainland Japan to serve as
the deputy commander of U.S.
Forces Japan.
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(“Disciplinary efforts” continued from page 4)

himself known to students. He sometimes takes classes with them, some-
times teaches classes, and at other times just sits down in an informal
atmosphere to talk with students.

“Students can come to me with any type of problem and I will do my
best to ensure it is dealt with at the lowest level,” said Dice.

“I believe by being here, I give the students a disinterested third person
who can and is willing to help them,” said Dice. “If we can reach out to
them when they are young, and show them that we are interested in
helping them, I think we can make a difference.”

Along with the School Resource Officer programs, there are also other
efforts aimed at youth. One such program is designed to assist teens
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having difficulties in school while another program aims to help teenagers
learn the importance of teamwork and how to interact with their peets.
The goal of each of these efforts is to aid youth and ensure they, like
servicemembers, understand the importance of being positive members
of the local community.
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American, Okinawan youth
have fun at summer camp

Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

The summer brought fun and new friends to the 15 American and 15
Okinawan youths who participated in Marine Corps Community Services
2nd Annual Summer Youth Camp Aug. 18 - 20.

The children, ages nine to 12, were from the Okinawa City Youth Center
and the Camp Foster Boys and Girls Club.

“This was to spark community
involvement for our American and
local youths,” said Jason Kozerski,
assistant youth sports coordinator,
MCCS.

“We were trying to provide a sort
of foundation for these youths to
build from,” Kozerski said. “The
youth were able to achieve a deeper
understanding of each other and
their parent cultures and have fun.”

On the first day, the children en-
joyed bowling and various water ac-
tivities in the swimming pool at
Camp Foster.

The second day was a field trip.
The children took a bus trip to the
Chura Umi Aquarium in Motobu
Town where a wonder of ocean
awaited them.

On the last day, a mini-athletic
meet was held, and children partici-
patedin several events including re-
lay races, a balloon toss, tug of war,
dodge ball and volleyball games.

The last day ended with the children going to the Kishaba Boys & Gitls
Club, where they played video games, billiard, and ping-pong,

“All the kids had a blast; in fact, they wanted to come back for a fourth
day of fun,” Kozerski said. “This was a once in a life time opportunity.
Even though it’s a good chance they won’t see each other again once the
American children leave the island, it’s heart warming to know that for the
rest of their lives they will have a friend on the other side of this world.”

“I made a new friend. His name is Jake,” said Hisashi Aiuchi, 12, from
Okinawa City. Hishashi said Jake and he made a good team in a three-
legged race during the mini-athletic game. “My English is not good. But I
understood what he was saying little by little,” said Hisashi. “It’s sad to say
good bye to my new friend. But I believe we’ll see each other again here at
next year’s camp.”

The Japanese youth counselors were a impressed by the youth’s interac-
tions, according to Tomoko Kohama, chaperone from the Okinawa City
Youth Center. “Children might have not understood each other’s lan-
guage, but they still became friends talking to one another in their own
language,” said Kohama.

Tsutomu Kyan, director, Okinawa City Youth Center, said he was im-
pressed with the MCCS staff during the camp and learned a lot from them
about how to organize and run an event. “The staff was excellent in run-
ning the event and taking to the children,” said Kyan.

MCCS is already planning to make next year’s event even better, accord-
ing to Kozerski. “With the success of this second annual event, we are
looking to the future with great hopes,” Kozerski said.
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Yoshino Shimabukuro, 10, enjoys playing with her American and Okinawan
friends during the Summer Youth Camp.
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Marine Corps, OPG specialists
meet for Okinawa’s environment
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

With dedication and commitment to Okinawa’s environment, Matine
and Okinawan environmental professionals gathered on Camp Foster July
24th for their third annual joint environmental forum.

Hosted by Environmental Branch, Facilities Engineer Division, Marine
Corps Base Camp S. D. Butler, the forum provided a window of opportunity
for environmental specialists from the Marine Corps and Okinawa Prefectural
Government (OPG) to protect and enhance the environment and natural
resources on Okinawa according to event coordinators.

“This will enhance our already close relationship and improve our ability to
protect the environment for all members of the Okinawan community,” said
Col. Richard C. Dunn, Chief of Staff, Marine Corps Base, Camp Butler Japan.

Officials from the Defense Facilities Administration Agency and Naha
Defense Facilities Administration Bureau attended the forum as observers.

During the general session in the morning, the Marine Corps and OPG
each presented their recent initiatives.

Shana T. Harbour, Environmental Management System (EMS) expert,
US. Environmental Protection Agency explained the Marine Corps’ plan to
implement the EMS.

According to Harbour, EMS is a system that allows organizations to
improve their environmental performance by integrating environmental con-
siderations into day-to-day operations. Okinawa is the first Marine Corps site
to implement the new system.

Mitsuo Arashiro, Environmental Policy Division, OPG, introduced the
Prefecture’s environmental master plan to the military community for the first
time. The master plan is designed to
help implement and promote the
OPGs policy, and outline its expecta-
tions for the U.S. military.

After the general session, OPG
and the Marine Corps each hosted six
sessions about different environmen-
tal programs.

Jin Uema, director, Environmen-
tal Policy Division, OPG, said that the
forum helped bring the bases and
OPG closer. “Communication is the
most important factor. The Marine
Corps’ sharing of information helps
us do our jobs and vice versa.”

Scott P. Mendenhall, environmen-
tal coordinator for Camps Foster and
Lester, said the sessions helped him
and his colleagues to understand the
Prefecture’s point of view: “It helps
us to understand what is important
to them. We can use that informa-
tion when setting out our priorities.”

In his closing remarks, Lt.Col.
Dean F Levy, environmental officer,
MCB, thanked everyone in attendance
and said the Marine Corps would

Representatives from Okinawa Prefecture and Marine Corps Base Camp S. D.
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make efforts to resolve issues raised
during the forum and continue to
answer requests made by the OPG.

Butler listen to a presentation during the environmental forum on Camp Foster.
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Camps Courtney & McTureous:
Proudly providing total
support to service members
and their families
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Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa
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Photo by Cpl. John F. Silwanus
Lance Cpl. Hector L. Borrero, Hqtrs. Bn., 3rd MarDiv, talks with Hitomi Toma, a resident of Gushikawa
City, about American culture during a Camp Courtney Summer English Course.
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Located in central Okinawa in Gushikawa City, Camps Courtney and
McTureous are named after Major Henry A. Courtney Jr. and Private Rob-
ert M. McTureous who received posthumous Medals of Honor for their
actions during the Battle of Okinawa in World War II.

Camp Courtney is home to the III Marine Expeditionary Force (I11
MEF) Headquarters, as well as one of its subordinate commands, the 3d
Marine Division (3d MarDiv) Headquarters. Most of the 17,000 Marines
serving on Okinawa belong to III MEF, which is the Marine Corps’ only
forward-deployed MEFE. Approximately 5,900 of the III MEF Marines are
attachéd to the 3d MatDiv, which is the MEF’s ground combat element.

In addition to serving as home for the two command elements, Camp
Courtney also provides housing for most of the married personnel and
their families who work at the northernmost camps on Okinawa, includ-
ing Camps Schwab and Hansen. To meet the needs of the residents, Camp
Courtney also has a commissary, retail store, gas station, post office, gym-
nasium and a vatiety of service organizations and recreational facilities.

Located about two kilometers southwest of Camp Courtney, Camp
McTureous provides housing for servicemembers and their families in the
northern part of the island. Bechtel Elementary School is also aboatd the
camp, providing approximately 950 students with primary education and
various cultural activities including interaction with students from Kawasaki
Elementary School, its sister school in Gushikawa City.

The two Camps, which together cover 427-acres, support the tenant
commands and approximately 5,000 residents including military person-
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nel, US. civilian employees, and family members as well as approximately
170 Japanese employees.

Along with supporting their residents, Camps Courtney and McTureous
seck to support their surrounding communities through various commu-
nity relations efforts.

Residents on both camps participate in cultural events such as the Tengan
River Clean-up Festival, Camp Courtney Christmas Fest, and Gushikawa
City Festival. Camp Courtney also hosts twice-monthly flea matkets and
vatious sporting events that are open to the local population.

Marines, sailors and their families on Camps Courtney and McTureous
also participate in the Assistant Language Teacher program where they
teach English on a voluntary basis to students at Akamichi and Kawasaki
Elementary Schools. The “Camp Coutney Summer English Course” is
also held annually to help high school and college students selected from
the surrounding communities learn conversational English while they stay
with US. military families on the base for a week.

“Camp Courtney’s relationship with the local community is truly won-
derful,” said Colonel David A. Kelley, commander, camps Courtney and
McTureous. According to Kelley, many Marines return to Camp Courtney
for subsequent tours of duty because they regard Okinawa as their second
home. This is due in large measure to the hospitality and warmness dem-
onstrated by the people of Gushikawa and Ishikawa through the various
sub villages, he dsaid.

“Most of the residents of Camps Courtney and McTureous view them-
selves as members of another “sub-village” of Gushikawa City and are
anxious to continue to be contributing members of the greater Okinawa
community,” said Kelley.

“We see Gushikawa City as our home away from home, he added. “We
are privileged to live in a community with so many friends who make us
feel like an important part of their lives.”

Photo by Lloyd Wainscott
A military volunteer paints a child’s face during the Christmas Fest at Camp
Courtney.
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Kinser Taiko Club fosters

friendship through Eisa
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Story and photos by Cpl. Michael D. Darbouze

Members of the Kinser Taiko Club (KTC), a team of SOFA status
personnel and Okinawans, are promoting the Okinawan culture and build-
ing a stronger relationship with the local community through Eisa dancing;

Michael S. Kelly, KTC president, said the group provides American
members with a chance to interact with the Okinawan community and
experience their way of living,

“Since we have both (Okinawans
and SOFA personnel) on the team,
the group helps to foster a friend-
ship between us,” Kelly said. “It
also gives American members a bet-
ter understanding of the Okinawan
culture.”

KTC was founded six years ago
by Kinser Elementary School to pro-
vide students an extracutricular ac-
tivity. Now, consisting of adult
members as well as children, KTC
is an independent club with contin-
ued support from the school.

Kyoko Hayashi, team coordina-
tor since the club’s inauguration,
said by learning Eisa Americans and
Okinawans geta chance to know one
another and have fun in the pro-
cess.

While running an English con-
versation school in Naha, Hayashi
with help from her daughter, Yuka,
teaches KT'C members choreogra-
phy and coordinates the club’s pat-
ticipation in events off base.

KTC currently has a repertoire of
six songs. In addition to Okinawa’s
old and new songs, such as
“Kuicha” and “Miruku Munari,”
the group also features a song of
the famous American rock band
“Queen.”

“Okinawan people are very
peaceful and they want to share their
culture. If the American people understand the Okinawans, and Okinawan
people understand Americans, it works for peace,” said Hayashi. “It also
makes for a good time.”

Kelly’s wife, Gunnery Sgt. Antonia Kelly, air defense controller, Marine
Air Control Squadron 4, Group 18, along with their two children, are also
active KT'C members. A. Kelly said their participation has given them a
chance to learn about Okinawa and its people.

“Being a member of the Kinser Taiko Club gives us a chance to interact
with Okinawans out in town,” A. Kelly said. “I wouldn’t trade that for the
world. Itis a great experience.”

The Club recently performed at the Tai Chu En Orphanage’s Bon Odori

Michael S. Kelly, president, Kinser Taiko Club, excutes a spinning jump during
the club’s performance at the Kokusai Street Festival.
000000000000 muooo0oooo0oooooooomoon
0ooooOoooooOosoooooo

oo

Bo oo

oo 80O

o

OH
Ooooogoooooono gooooooo oo

O obpopb

ODODobdsd OoOgoOoo
OO pgoopooofYo oo

OO0O0Om;
oo
O
O
O
O
oodo

O

O
O
Ho
OooOoodOgoooooo ooooOoo

EI:I
| |

- |
oOood SDD
good I:IDD
OoOooo I:‘ljlj
OoOooo O
OoOooOoo O

oooo0oogooo
ooo

noHo

Hoog

coo
0og
Oog

O

0000 0000 O0000 O00000 O00000O0OoQO0
O
O
O
oUo
D
D
>

Oooggo0000g0o0on

E’D
DSDDD
O O

O O

[

[
OOooOood
OOo0OOd
OOo0OOd
Oooogod
ooogod

[}
E’I:I

[

0o
oOoood
oOoooaod
oOoooaod
oOoooad
oOoooad
oBo
oo

[
[}
[}

O
[
O
O
O
o 0O

OO
O
o B
o 0O

=
OO
O
O
OO
OO
oo
E’D
O
005
DDS
OO
oooH
OO
O
ED
O

O
O
oo gooo

|:|>|:||:|

|jl:l
O

oodo

oodo
OooOo
Oooo

H

H

oo

OO

oo

oo

oDDDﬁDDD
DooUdgooodgono
0
U
O
O
ooYoooo

—

m
oHoooo

oFoooo

oY oo
oBoo
oo
oUno

oobgogooUdogn
oUo

ooboooUoqgno
ODoUpopootdogo
CDodpoooton
OO

OO

mim!

mim

OO0gopoo

OO0 OO

oo OO

OoOd OO

OoOod Oooooo O
H
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

OooxoOooooo

Ooaoa

®



=

Festival, in the Tedako Festival and
the Kokusai Street Festival.

Hayashi said Okinawans are very
grateful for the interest that the mili-
tary community has put into learn-
ing their culture.

“Okinawan people are real happy
that American people are learning
Eisa dance,” Hayashi said.

M. Kelly said that even though
he and his club practiced intensely,
he was pretty nervous while per-
forming during the Kokusai Street
Festival. “I felt left-footed when I
saw other huge groups, but the club
has received several words of appre-
ciation for their performance and au-
dience reaction was great,” he said.

“I get some compliments from
some of the younger folks,” M.
Kelly said. “But mainly I get com-
pliments and thanks from the older
generation. They are really happy that
we are out there performing and
learning Eisa.”

KTC’s next scheduled perfor-
mance will be in November at
Okinawa City’s International Carni-
val.

Striving to work as a bridge be-
tween two cultures through FEisa,
KTC will practice harder and have a
lot more fun, said Hayashi.

Michael S. Kelly and the Kinser Taiko Club perform a song by the rock group
“Queen” during the Kokusai Street Festival.
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The Kinser Taiko Club prepares to entertain the crowd during the “10,000 Eisa Dancers’ Festival” held on Kokusai St. in Naha.
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Military, Okinawan healthcare
professionals tie strong bond
at symposium
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Story by Kaoti Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

To help foster a strong medical partnership between the U.S. military
and Okinawan communities, a first-ever joint medical syposium was held
Aug; 28 at the U. S. Naval Hospital on Camp Lester.

Doctors, nurses and hospital administrators from the USNH and the
18th Medical Group met with Japanese counterparts from four local hos-
pitals to which SOFA status patients are sometimes referred: Okinawa
Prefectural Chubu Hospital, Urasoe Sogo Hospital, 7th Adventist Medi-
cal Center, and Nakamura Clinic. Faculty members from the School of
Medicine, Ryukyu University also participated.

The idea of hosting a symposium came from USNH leaders, said
Navy Lt. Bruce Grimshaw, fiscal officer and a symposium committee mem-
ber. “The reason for hosting this symposium was to break down com-
munication barriers so that we can better serve the Okinawan and U. S.
military communities.”

After the opening ceremony, John Wocher, executive vice president for
administration, Kameda Medical
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Center, Chiba Prefecture, spoke
about social, cultural and financial
aspects surrounding healthcare in Ja-
pan and differences between the
U.S. and Japanese healthcare sys-
tems.

Retired from the U.S. Navy and
working with the Japanese
healthcare system for 12 years,
Wocher suggested to both Japanese
and American hospital officials that
they have joint conferences and re-
search projects when seeking part-
nership with each other. Once a co-
operative relationship is built, both
sides need to make efforts to main-
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tain the relationship through com-
munication, mutual understanding

Photo by Kaori Tanahara
Ai Kato, social worker, Chubu Hospital, discusses ways of communication
with USNH officials during the recent medical symposium.
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and respect, said Wocher.

Later, Dr. Yasuharu Tokuda,
General Internal Medicine, Chubu
Hospital, spoke about referral pa-
tients from USNH. In the last 18 months, 25 patients, most of them
with cardiology problems, have been referred to Chubu Hospital. Accord-
ing to Tokuda, problems in treating USNH referral patients arise usually
as a result of communication failure, including lack of important infor-
mation upon referral.

The syposium provided an open environment in which each side could
discuss these types of concerns as well as work out possible solutions.

“It is really nice to have such a wonderful opportunity where we can
freely exchange opinions,” said Tokuda. With more cooperation expected
in the future, Tokuda said that rather than simply accepting referral pa-
tients, he hopes to partner with the Naval Hospital at many different
levels, such as sharing internship programs and workshops.

Similarly, Dr. Hidetaka Kitazono, USNH intern, suggested that USNH
open some of its training classes that are rarely available elsewhere in Japan
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to local Japanese doctors . Opening courses such as Advanced Cardiac Life
Support to local doctors and paramedics would help improve their skills

and, therefore, benefit the Okinawan community.

Kitazono served at Chubu Hospital last year as a resident and is cur-

rently participating in a year-long internship pro-
gram at USNH along with five other Japanese
interns. “In this way, young doctors on Okinawa
can take advantage of what USNH offers while
continuing their residency at local hospitals,” said
Kitazono.

The symposium also provided a networking
opportunity for participating healthcare profes-
sionals.

For Tomoko Owan, Associate Professor,
School of Health Science, Ryukyu University, the
symposium was something she had been want-
ing for a long time. “I met with the USNH com-
mander and the nurse director today. I’'m really
pleased this symposium served as an icebreaker,”
said Owan.

According to Owan, USNH used to have an
externship program for nurses from Ryukyu
University Hospital. Having participated in the
program herself 15 years ago, Owan now teaches
at the Ryukyu University as a nurse instructor. I
have already asked them if we could start a nurse
exchange program,” she said.

The first medical symposium concluded with
a USNH tour.
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Photo by Kaori Tanahara
Dr. Yasuharu Tokuda, Chubu Hospital, receives a
certificate of appreciation from Navy Capt. Richard
A. Becker, commanding officer, USNH, during the
symposium.
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Photo by Amanda M. Woodhead
Japanese and military health care professionals listen to Lt. Dante Villeco, Navy Nurse Corps, during the USNH tour provided at the end of the symposium.
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Marines, families become
part of Henoko’s traditional
giant tug-of-war
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Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

For Marines and their families on Okinawa, local festivals are often a
favorite attraction.

Henoko’s triennial tug-of-war festival was no different as Marines and
family members turned out to take part in or simply watch and enjoy the
festivities.

The IIT Marine Expeditionary Force Band kicked off the Aug, 3 celebra-
tion with a rousing concert that drew frequent cheers from throngs of
spectators, especially when the band played local favorites such as “Bashofu”
and “Hana.”

After the band’s performance, servicemembers and their families en-
joyed watching Henoko residents’ performances of Eisa dance and Bo-
jutsu (stick fighting).

The highlight of the festival, however, was the tug of war, during
which Marines and Okinawans, representing east and west Henoko, joined
forces to battle for victory.

“It’s simply amazing that everyone in the community comes out to pull
the rope like this,” said LCpl David J. Quinn, 1* Battalion, 25" Marine
Regiment, who took part in the tug of war. “I feel very fortunate to be here
experiencing a culture that I would have never had a chance to know other-
wise,” the Camp Schwab Marine added. “It’s even better because I could
participate in the local tradition.”

“I really appreciate the cooperation and participation from the Marine
Cotps, especially the III MEF Band and Camp Schwab, Henoko’s 11" sub-
district,” said Yasumasa Oshiro, Henoko district mayor. “They’ve come
out and showed us their support. We cannot hold any event without the
Marines.”
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' F;Hofo by Kaori Tanahara

Heather Bennett (far right), a participant from Camp Schwab, and members of Henoko Women'’s association cheer tug-of-war participants during the Henoko

Triennial Tug-of-War Festival.
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Photo by Daniel L. Patterson

Marines and Henoko residents take a break before the second battle of the night begins during the Triennial Tug-of-War Festival.
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Photo by Kaori Tanahara
Marines give all they have pulling the giant rope during Henoko’s
Triennial Tug-of-War Festival. The rope was 100 meters long and
weighed eight tons.
000030 0iodgoooooooo@ooodoooog
go0opoOooOoOooooooooboiloOOoOoOosOoOoOoOd

=]

Photo by Kaori Tanahara
Brig.Gen. Timothy R. Larsen (center), commander, Marine Corps Base
Camp S. D. Butler, joins Henoko residents to bring victory to the west
team during the Triennial Tug-of-War Festival.
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| was very touched by the story about the Marine
Corps giving a certificate of appreciation to a
local lady for her kind act in helping an injured
Marine (which ran in Okina Wa Vol. 1-3). It was
also good that | learned (from the story) about
Thanksgiving, an American holiday on which
people gather to give thanks for the good things
that have happened to them. Also, | look forward
to the “Open-base Event Calendar” in each
edition. (Hiromi Okuma, Kadena Town)
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Thank you for the copy of Okina Wa. | think it is
quite nicely done with multi-colored printing. It
offers a wide variety of stories, from General
Gregson'’s farewell message to Camp Hansen’s
interactive relationship with the local communities.
Specifically, | was moved by the episode of
Marines’ helping the residents on Hamahiga Island.

| think the English-language working environment
allows you to appreciate different cultures. Please
cherish it and keep up the good work. | offer you
my sincere support. (Nobuhiro Kuniyoshi, Naha City)
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It was July when | first came across Okina Wa.
The articles about (Marines) interacting with the
local community, which portray totally different
aspects from what I'm used to seeing and hearing
about the U. S. military, were very new to me.
Though my English command is poor, I'd like to
get an opportunity for my family to participate in
some exchange event with servicemembers. My
wife is from Hokkaido and said that Okina Wa
helps herlearn about the U.S. military on Okinawa.
(Katsuji Shimoji, toman City)
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I've read Okina Wa magazine online. I'd like you to
send out more information about various activities
that we cannot get from the local newspapers.
(Masako Suzuki, Okinawa City)
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Thank you for taking the time to read Okina Wa.
Your comments, suggestions and feedback will
help us improve!
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Okinawan youth reporterinter- 1 OO OO OO O000OO
views childrenat Camp Kinser O O0O0O000000O

Story and photo by Kaoti Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor O00Do0o0O0OoOooooooooooao

Like children around the world, 12-year-old Yoriko Nakamochi, a sixth 000000000 oooo220ogooooomooo
grader at Urashiro Elementary School, lists “Harry Potter,” the story of a O0e000000O0OODOOOOOO
12-year old wizard, as her favorite movie. O00o000oOoooOoobooonoa

After watching “Hatry Potter” for the first oobooooooooon
time two years ago, Nakamaochi developed an 200 0000000DO00DOO
interest in learning English and a cutiosity about oobooobooooooooooooo
the likes and dislikes of children in different godoooooooooooboooo
countties. dddddooooooooooooo

She recently combined those two interests gobooooomoooooooo
when she interviewed Ametrican children at the go0oo0obOooooooooooon
Camp Kinser Youth Center for an article com- oooooooooooomooond
pating favorite movies of Japanese and Ameri- godbooguoboobooobooon
can youth. Nakamochi wrote the article in her odoooooooooooooooon
role as a junior reporter for the “Children’s gooooooooooooobooo
Newspaper,” published by the Ryukyu Shimpo gooooboooooooooooono
as part of an annual summer program designed godbooooboobboonobooon
to foster interest in reporting; oo

With the help of Camp Kinser officials, Oo00oOo0ooooooooooono
Nakamochi was able to interview 20 children, goooooooobooooooooo
ages six to 12. goobobednO120000 200

“l was very nervous at first,” said gooooo

Namamochi, “because I couldn’t understand  Yoriko Nakamochi, 12, Urasoe City resident, interviews goooooooooooooogon
what they were saying,” John Austin, 12, Kinser resident, about hisfavorite OO0 000000000000 O0O0O0O

However, the more interviews she con- ~ movies. Oo0Odoooooooooooooon
ducted, the more relaxed she became. 1 0ODOOOOO0ODO0UUOOOOOOOOOOD  qpopopopooOoO0O00O00O0O0ODO00
thought that American kids like Disney movies = 12H0 59 O HEHOEERIOER000E  nopoono00000000000
a lot,” Nakamochi said. But she found instead goooooomooooooood
that they mainly like action and animation mov- oooooomopooooooOam
ies such as “T2 (Terminator 2)” and “Powerpuff Girls.” oooodooooooooooopooooooooooon

Although she was unfamiliar with many movies named duringthe OO0 000000000 O0O0
interviews, she was surprised to discover that some of the American chil- Oo00dodoooooooooooooooooonooood
dren listed Japanese move titles such as “Yugi-O” and “Sailor Moon” OO0 000000 MOMMOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOO0O
amongst their favorites. ooobobobmooooo

Nakamochi says her interviews were successful, thanks to the coopera- O00000000000000ooo0oo0oooooonoon
tion of the interviewees. “Now I can write a good report for the paper,” OO0 M O00000O00O00O0O0O0ODO0OO0OMOOOOOO
she said.

O O 0O O O (Community Relations Specialists) [ [ [
gooooboboooboouofooooo0ooo0oooOoooobOoDo0booboDbOD0ooboDooooo
goooooofooofonooooooobooooooboooog

odoooooooooo oono oooano EOO0O0OO00OO00

dooooooon 0000 (lchino Kuba) 637-1886 kubai@3fssg.usmc.mil

O0O00o0obogn OO0000O0(Elena Takaho) 636-2022 takahoe@futenma.usmc.mil

000o0ob0obogoob O0OD0OO00 (Hiroko Tomimura) 645-7766  tomimurah@mcbbutler.usmc.mil

00000000000 OOoo (Ichiro Umehara) 622-9561  umeharaich@mcbbutler.usmc.mil

ooooooooog 00000 (Chiyoko Kochi) 623-4509 kochic@iiimef.usmc.mil

goooooooon 0000 (Fumio Iha) 625-2544 ihaf@3div.usmc.mil
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usme.milf okina_wa/ subscribe and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest

issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be

viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan commu-

nity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and per-

sons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in the

region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official views of, or
endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or Department of De-
fense. It is published quarterly by the Consolidated Public Affairs Office,
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler 098-892-5111 ext. 645-0787. Okina Wa
is on the web at

www.okinawa.usmc.mil /okina_wa.html
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